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International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 
August 15th, 2020 
Dear District/School Personnel: 
 
We are a consortium of researchers, teacher educators, and teachers who believe in and strive to foster 
multilingual excellence. Therefore, during this time of crisis and difficulty, we are eager to put our expertise 
and passions to use to try to be of assistance. We initially designed 21 immediate-response packets for K-5, 
as soon as the pandemic forced schools to shut down. We then applied for and received a grant that has 
allowed us to create more than 100 full activity packets, ranging from Levels 1-3 of English proficiency, and 
grades K-12. 
 
The breakdown of packets is as follows: 
Level 1 – Entry into English  
Emphasis on developmentally appropriate interesting/challenging tasks 
• K-2  
• 3-5  
• 6-8 with a literacy background 
• 9-12 with a literacy background  
• 6-8 without literacy background 
• 9-12 without literacy background 
 
Level 2 – Building Background  
• K-1  
• 2-3 
• 4-5  
• 6  
• 7-8  
• 9-10 
• 11-12  
 
Level 3 – Interdisciplinary Inquiry  
• K-1  
• 2-3  
• 4-5  
• 6  
• 7-8  
• 9-10  
• 11-12  
 
With this letter, is an “Activity Packet” that can be used freely with any group of students or families as you 
see fit. Each packet includes interdisciplinary activities designed to be completed within a week. Teachers 
from around the country have designed, developed, and created these packets, each focusing on the topics of 
their choice. Because learning academic content can happen within any thematic context, these packets are 
designed to be diverse, dynamic, and engaging for students of all backgrounds. The topics covered in these 
units range from cultures, animals, natural disasters, inventions, and much more. You will see each teacher’s 
personality reflected strongly in these packets, and our hope is that this will capture students in a way similar 










International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 
Our hope is that these materials can provide some meaningful learning supports to students and families who 
may not have access to online learning opportunities. However, we can also imagine a variety of ways that 
these packets can provide learning opportunities outside of our original intent and purpose. Please use these 
activity packets in any way you see fit for your students and families. We will be so pleased to learn of how 
they might be useful, particularly for your multilingual students and their families. We think it might be 
particularly helpful for you to print packets and mail them to families, but we also see opportunities to work 
with local agencies, leave printed-out packets for pick-ups at schools, etc. 
 
We designed these activities based around several big ideas: 
- Productive play and inquiry 
- Grade level and English Language Development standards/curriculum 
- Fostering multilingual language development  
- Providing opportunity for all four language domains (reading, writing, speaking and listening) 
 
These packets are self-contained. Everything a child will need to be successful with the activities is provided 
in the packet. Students will only need a writing utensil. Additional tools like crayons or scissors are optional. 
 
We have also included a letter to parents. We hope this will help parents understand what students will be 
doing with the packet and that we encourage the use of all language resources available to the student. The 
packets are in English for the students, but the students can write, talk and engage with family members 
regarding the packet activities in any language they would like. We have translated the parent letter into 
Spanish, and we encourage districts to translate the letter into any other language that would be helpful for 
your local families. 
 
Designing Activity Packets is a new initiative for us, though we have been designing professional learning 
opportunities (eWorkshops) for teachers of multilingual learners since 2011. Like our Activity Packets, those 
learning opportunities for teachers are free. To learn more about them and us, please visit our website at: 
https://cehs.unl.edu/icmee/ 
 
We are eager to be a helpful, collaborative partner in all learning needs related to multilingual students and 
their teachers, so please, do not hesitate to reach out to us with questions, ideas, concerns, feedback, etc. We 





Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD 
Associate Professor of Language Education 
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education 
PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education 
 
 
This packet was designed and created by Nicole M. Ponti 
in collaboration with Tricia Gray, Kara Mitchell Viesca, and Alexa Yunes.  
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Students will communicate number sense concepts using multiple representations to reason, solve 
problems, and make connections within mathematics and across disciplines. 
MA 4.1.3 
Computation: Students will compute fluently and accurately using appropriate strategies and tools. 
MA 4.1.4 




English Language Arts 
LA 4.1 
Students will learn and apply reading skills and strategies to comprehend text. 
LA 4.2 
Students will learn and apply writing skills and strategies to communicate. 
LA 4.3 
Students will learn and apply speaking and listening skills and strategies to communicate. 
LA 4.4 
Students will identify, locate, and evaluate information. 
Science Standards and Cross-Cutting Ideas 
MS - Analyze and interpret data to determine scale properties of objects in the solar system 
Physical Education 
Standard 2: The physically literate individual applies knowledge of concepts, principles, strategies and 
tactics related to movement and performance. 
Standard 3: The physically literate individual demonstrates the knowledge and skills to achieve and 
maintain a health-enhancing level of physical activity and fitness. 
Standard 4: The physically literate individual exhibits responsible personal and social behavior that 
respects self and others. 
Standard 5: The physically literate individual recognizes the value of physical activity for health, 


































































































International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 
August 15th, 2020 
Dear Families: 
 
During the COVID-19 pandemic, the academic classroom expanded into the home in new ways. Many 
students have limited access to technology, others struggle with online learning, and some simply want more 
to do while they are at home. With these things in mind, we have created an extensive resource of learning 
materials that we hope will be helpful for your children to engage with. These Activity Packets were designed 
with your students in mind and are aligned with each of their grade level content. Each activity in the packets 
will help students continue with their schooling as well as continue to grow their multilingualism. We 
encourage you to talk to your student about what they are doing and let your child ask you about the topics 
they are learning about. The packet is in English, but we encourage you and your children to speak and think 
together in any language you would like to. We strongly encourage you to use the language you feel most 
comfortable using with your student. Supporting their learning in all the languages they know is helpful—
even for developing their English! So, please encourage your child to do the work in the packet in any 
language they would like.  
 
We know that families are dealing with a lot of stress and uncertainty right now, so we encourage you to play 
the role you would like to play with your student and their Activity Packet based on what works best for you. 
We recommend reading the information about the packet and activities and then discussing with your student 
how the packet works and how they can work through it. We believe that with that introduction, your student 
can do a lot, if not all, of the work themselves. However, if you are available to work more closely with your 
child (or for a sibling or other family member to do so), we encourage that as well. Please know, this is not 
intended to be something that adds stress and work to your family during this demanding time. We hope that 
this is a helpful resource so your student can continue growing academically while in unusual situations. 
 
We also hope you will find these packets interesting and fun. We have integrated activities from all of the 
grade level content standards: English Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, Science, Physical 
Education and Art. We have also developed different packets for the different levels of English proficiency, 
so your child should feel challenged but also capable of largely understanding the content in front of them. 
 
Kinder-5th grade students will create a Buddy for their packets. This is the first activity in the packets and is 
intended to give children have someone to talk to about the work they are doing in the packet. We have 
included images of “buddies” to choose from. Choose a buddy, personalize it, and even name the buddy. 
Throughout the packet activities, students will be told to talk to their buddy or even to ask their buddy 
questions. With this buddy, students can work independently without needing your time and attention to be 
successful with the packet. However, we also encourage your student to talk with you or other family 
members as they are available. Further, your student could pick a stuffed animal or doll or something else as 
their buddy. They don’t have to use one of the buddies we offer, but they should plan for who their buddy 










International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education  
 
In these packets, we have included the following activities: 
 
Movement Chart for daily exercises. Getting daily exercise is very important. Students can do as many as 
they can or use the chart to create their own movement breaks.  
 
Creating and writing Space trading cards. Write facts daily about the planets and space. The templates are 
included daily with opportunities for students to read their cards to family members or their astronaut buddy.  
 
Math concepts: double digit multiplication, subtraction of money/decimals, identifying fractions 
 
Key words this week for Space: 
 
• atmosphere   • Jupiter  • Venus 
• meteoroid   • Saturn  • Earth 
• terrestrial   • Sun   • International Space Station 
• solar   • Moon   
• gas giants  • Neptune 
• Mars   • Mercury 
We hope that these activities will enhance your child’s learning while we work through these very unusual 
circumstances. We also hope that they will give your child opportunities for productive play. If you have any 
questions or concerns about these packets, feel free to reach out to our project at icmee@unl.edu or by calling 





Kara Mitchell Viesca, PhD 
Associate Professor of Language Education 
University of Nebraska Lincoln 
Teaching, Learning and Teacher Education 
PI: International Consortium for Multilingual Excellence in Education 
 
 
This packet was designed and created by Nicole M. Ponti 




































Share your learning! 
 
Share a picture of any of your work by using #MultilingualProud 
on social media. 
  
We’d love to see what you’ve done with this packet!  































































































































































































•Share with someone else 
•Comparte con alguien más 
• رخآ صخش عم اھتكراشم  
•La wadaag qof 
•Chia sẻ với ai đó 
 
•Make a connection 
•Hacer una conexión 
• لاصتا ءارجإ  
•Xiriir samee 
















• بتر  
•Kala sooc 
•lư ̣a chọn 
•Move your body 
•Mueve tu cuerpo 
• كمسج كرح  
•Dhaqdhaqaaqa jirkaaga 








•Read out loud 
•Lee en voz alta 
• لاع توصب ةءارق  
•Kor u aqri 
•Đọc to 
 
•Share with your Buddy 
•Comparte con tu Buddy 
• كقیدص عم كراش  
•La wadaag asxaabtaada 























• نول  
•Midab gudaha 



















• atmosphere  
• meteoroid  
• terrestrial  
• solar 










• International Space 
Station 
 
Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 











c ELA:  
Read to your 
astronaut 
buddy  the 6 
trading cards 
you made 
c  ELA:  
Read to your 
astronaut 























c Math: Moon 
Multiplication 
math facts 






































to find them 
and you read 
aloud the facts 
to them. 
c Art:  Make 
yourself an 
astronaut 






atmosphere: The gases held by gravity 
 
greenhouse 
gas:  Gases in the atmosphere that trap heat 
from the sun. Some greenhouse gases 
are carbon dioxide, methane, water 
vapor, and nitrous oxide. 
 
meteorite:  A meteoroid that lands on the surface 
of a planet. 
 
meteoroid:  A little chunk of rock in space smaller 
than a pick-up truck. If it were bigger, it 
would be an asteroid. 
 
planet:   A large body in outer space that circles 
around the sun or another star. 
 
Sun:  The star in the center of our solar system. 
 






Make your Astronaut Buddy! 
 



















Cut out and 
color your 
Buddy and 
give it a 
name! Cut out and 
color the 
accessories 
Have fun with your 
Buddy! 
Dress them up, play 
with them, and even 
talk with them! 









































Movement: Moonwalk Workout! 
 


























































































ELA: Space Expedition  
1.   Read about these three planets. Over the next few days you will 
read about all eight planets.  
Mercury 
 
Mercury is the smallest planet in our solar 
system. Mercury is only a little bit bigger 
than Earth’s moon. Mercury is the terrestrial 
planet closest to the Sun, but it is not the 
hottest planet. Venus is hotter than 
Mercury. Mercury is a rocky planet. The 
surface  is solid and covered in craters. 
Mercury has no atmosphere and no 
moons. A year in Mercury goes by fast 
because it is closest to the Sun. It 
completes one revolution in 88 Earth days! 
That means a year on Mercury lasts 88 
Earth days. Mercury only has one sunrise 





Venus is also a terrestrial planet and is the 
hottest. Venus is the second closest to the 
Sun with no moons. The atmosphere is thick 
made up of gases called greenhouse gas 
carbon dioxide and clouds of acid. The 
gases help keep the planet extremely 
warm. If any metal were to land on Venus, 
it would melt like a puddle. The surface of 
Venus has mountains and volcanoes. The 
rotation is slow and rotates in the opposite 
direction of the Earth. Venus sees a sunrise 
twice in one year. A year on Venus lasts 225 












Earth is a terrestrial planet with a solid 
surface with mountains, valleys, cannons, 
plains, volcanoes, and oceans. Earth’s 
surface is made up of 70% of water. Earth 
is the only planet that supports life 
because of the atmosphere. Earth’s 
atmosphere is made up of nitrogen and 
oxygen that we breathe. The atmosphere 
protects everyone on the planet because 
it breaks up meteoroids and turns them 
into meteorites. One day on Earth lasts 24 
hours. One day on Earth is 365.25 days. We 
add one day to our calendar every four 
years. Earth has one moon and is the third 



























2, After reading about the planets, write down the facts, and draw 
what you think the planet looks like based on the facts. 
 
Guiding questions for writing your space cards: 
• Is the planet the smallest or largest? 
• How far away from the sun?  
• How close to the sun? 
• Does the planet have moons?  
• Is the planter hot or cold? 
• What is the weather like on the planet?  
• Does the planet support life?  
• How many days or years does the planet have compared to Earth? 





























 Sun                    
 
 
The Sun is called a yellow dwarf 
star.  The energy from the Sun 
create heat and light. The light 
energy that we cannot see is 
called ultraviolet light (UV). The 
UV rays are why we need to 
wear sunblock to protect our 





























































































































Math: Solve the Multiplication 2 digit by 2 digits 
 























4 3 X 
+ 
0 3 6 
4 6 
4 9 6  
  
  X 
+ 
0   
  
    
  
  X 
+ 
0   
  
    
  
  X 
+ 
0   
  














x 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
2 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 
3 0 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30 33 36 
4 0 4 8 12 16 20 24 28 32 36 40 44 48 
5 0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 
6 0 6 12 18 24 30 36 42 48 54 60 66 72 
7 0 7 14 21 28 35 42 49 56 63 70 77 84 
8 0 8 16 24 32 40 48 56 64 72 80 88 96 
9 0 9 18 27 36 45 54 63 72 81 90 99 108 
10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 
11 0 11 22 33 44 55 66 77 88 99 110 121 132 


















Movement: Moonwalk Workout! 
 
Activity Day 2 
Arm Circles 
20 circles forward 
 



















ELA: Space Expedition  
 
1.   Read about the next three planets.    
Mars 
 
Mars is a terrestrial planet that is small and rocky. 
Mars has a thin atmosphere that is active made 
up of oxygen, carbon dioxide, nitrogen and 
argon. Mars has seasons like Earth One day on 
Mars lasts 24.6 hours. It is just a little longer than a 
day on Earth.  One year on Mars is 687 Earth 






 Jupiter is the biggest planet in our solar system. 
It's similar to a star, but it never got big enough 
to start burning. It is covered in swirling cloud 
stripes. It has big storms like for hundreds of years. 
Jupiter is a gas giant and doesn't have a solid 
surface, but it may have a solid inner core about 
the size of Earth. Jupiter also has rings, but they're 
too faint to see very well. Jupiter is the fifth planet 
from the Sun with 79 moons. One year on Jupiter 
is the same as 11.8 Earth years! ONE DAY IS 10 
hours on Jupiter. 
Saturn 
 
Saturn is the planet known for the many rings 
that surround the planet. They are made of ice 
and rock, Saturn is not a terrestrial planet, it is a 
gas giant made up of hydrogen and helium. 
One day on Saturn is 10.7 hours! One year on 
Saturn is the same as 29 Earth years! Saturn has 









2, After reading about the planets, write down the facts, and draw 
what you think the planet looks like based on the facts. 
 
Guiding questions for writing your space cards: 
• Is the planet the smallest or largest? 
• How far away from the sun?  
• How close to the sun? 
• Does the planet have moons?  
• Is the planter hot or cold? 
• What is the weather like on the planet?  
• Does the planet support life?  
• How many days or years does the planet have compared to Earth? 

























































































































































































      Math: Solve the Multiplication 2 digit by 2 digits 
 








G.              
                    9 1 
               X   6 5 
 
 
H.                     
            9 7 






  X 
+ 
   
  
    
  
  X 
+ 
   
  









I.       
    4 3  








J.   
    5 4  
          X 5 2 
k.  
              7 6 
           X 8 3 
  
L .  
                  9 4  
























Movement: Moonwalk Workout! 
 
Activity Day 3 
Arm Circles 
20 circles forward 
 


















ELA: Space Expedition  
 




Uranus is the only planet that spins on its side. It 
is surrounded by 13 rings and is an ice giant with 
a think atmosphere made of methane, 
hydrogen, and helium. The planet has 27 moons 
and the seventh planet from the sun. Uranus is 
like Venus, it rotates in the opposite direction as 
the other planets. The methane makes the 
planet look blue and is made up of water, 
methane, and ammonia. One day on Uranus is 
17 hours, 14 minutes. One year on Uranus is the 




Neptune is like Uranus an ice giant that is dark, 
cold, and very windy. It's the last of the planets 
in our solar system farthest from he Sun. . It's 
more than 30 times as far from the sun as Earth 
is. Neptune is very similar to Uranus. It's made of 
a thick fog of water, ammonia, and methane 
over an Earth-sized solid center. Its atmosphere 
is made of hydrogen, helium, and methane. 
The methane gives Neptune the same blue 
color as Uranus. Neptune has six rings, but 
they're very hard to see. One day goes by in 16 











2, After reading about the planets, write down the facts, and draw 
what you think the planet looks like based on the facts. Create 
your own cards with any extra with words from the glossary! 
 
Guiding questions for writing your space cards: 
• Is the planet the smallest or largest? 
• How far away from the sun?  
• How close to the sun? 
• Does the planet have moons?  
• Is the planter hot or cold? 
• What is the weather like on the planet?  
• Does the planet support life?  
• How many days or years does the planet have compared to Earth? 




































































Math: Mixed Space Fractions REVIEW 
 






(one and three-quarters) 
!"# 
 
Improper Fractions: the numerator is bigger than the denominator  
           
 
 
    




                              
















Math: Mixed Space Fractions  






























































Movement: Moonwalk Workout! 
 
Activity Day 4 
Arm Circles 
20 circles forward 
 


















Math: Subtraction  
 
A 
    9   14 
$10.  5  10 
-   3. 5    7 













































      ELA: Space Expedition: Read your space trading 
cards to your buddy and make more using words 









 Sun                    
 
 
The Sun is called a yellow dwarf star.  The 
energy from the Sun create heat and 
light. The light energy that we cannot 
see is called ultraviolet light (UV). The UV 
rays are why we need to wear sunblock 


































Movement: Moonwalk Workout! 
 
Activity Day 5 
Arm Circles 
20 circles forward 
 


















ELA: Space Expedition- Compare and Contrast 
Use the graphic organizer to compare and contrast the 







to the sun? 
First -1st, Second – 
2nd  
Third – 3rd 
Fourth – 4th 
Fifth – 5th 
Sixth- 6th 
Seventh- 7th 
Eighth – 8th 
How many 
number of 
days in a 
year ? 
What is the 
weather?  
Hot/cold/windy 
What other details 
about the 
atmosphere can 
you share?   
    
    
    
    
    
    
    









        ELA/Science 
  Hide your space trading cards, ask someone to find them . The and you 
read aloud the information you researched and wrote about. Use your 













Draw a treasure map of where you hide 
them for someone to find them!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______Uranus___ 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_______ 
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_Neptune___________
_______________________
_______________________
_______________________
_____________________ 
______________________________________________
 50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 51 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 52 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
